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The Word With Pow«r. 

How shall the Word be preset)*] with power ? 
Not with elaborate cure and toll, 
Not with wasting! of the midnight oil, 
With graceful gesture studied well, 
Arid full intoned syllable ; 
With trope and simile, lending force 
To subdivisions of discourse. 
Or labored feeling framed to please— 
The word of power Is not in these. 

How shall the Word be preached with power I 
Not by a separate holiness 
Which stands nlimf to warn "r bless, 
SpHstkiug as from a higher plane 
Which common men imay m>t attain ; 
Which treats of s|n and want And strife, 
As things i -ill Kid* the priestly life ; 
And mily draws anlgli to chide, 
Holding a saintly robe aside. 

How shall the Word be preached with power V 
A h , need lew to debate and plan , 
Heart ansvoreth unto heart in man ; 
Out of the very life of each 
Must come the power to heal or teach. 
The life all eloquent may grieve, 
The brain may subtly work and weave, 
But If the heart take not its share, 
The word of powes is wanting there. 

How shall the wunlbe preached with potter '.' 
Go, prancher, search thy soul, and mark 
Saok want, each weakness, every dark 
And painful dint where life aud sin 
Have beaten their hard impress In ; 
Afply the balm, and test the cure. 
And heaHbeysf II and lie thou sure 
That whkk helps thee lias power again 
To help iflbi souls of other men . 

How shall tta Word be preached with l»wer ? 
ttt ask tbaMttring and the poor, 
Go ask the beagur at thy door, 
i in to lk#a*creti |>age iuh] read 
What ssrvad the old time want and need ; 
The clasptqf hand, the kindling eye, 
Virtue gins out unconsciously. 
The self ■flfeatff-less hour by hour — 
Id these is Breached the Word with power ! 


KIND WORDS. 


BY. A. A. I OBEIt. 


T*xt : "Grievous wordi stir up auger."— Prov. 15 : 1. 

Ever; word that man utters expresses the 
sign of an idea ; cve^y idea that is conveyed to 
the mind creates an impression; and every im- 
pression generates a sensation. The degree 
of sensation depends upon the nature of the 
impression. If the impression be produced 
by words that are harsh in meaning the sen- 
sation caused becomes violent excitement ; 
but if the impression be occasioned by word* 
that signify peace and cheerfulness, the sen- 
sation produced is mild and gentle. 

Human nature prompts man to act as he is 
, acted upon. It says, if a man gives you one 
harsh woid, give him two tu return ; if some 
one strikes you one blow, return him two, and 
let the first one be for the motive by which 
he was prompted, and the second for the re- 
turn ol the violence committed. This law is 
directly opposed to the Divine l^aw, which 
teaches that if a man gives you a harsh word, 
give him a kind one in return ; some ono 
strikes you one blow, return him another kind 
word or two, and let the first one be to heap 
coals of fire upon his head, and the second to 
make him feel as you should feel, that is, kind- 
ly, and of a forgiving and a compromising 
disposition. 

I Kindness is the law of love, and an increase 
of love is the propagation of that law. With- 
out kindness, there can be no love, hence kind- 
ness produces love, and kind words are the 
stepping stones from kindness to love, 

Kind words I what do they not stand for V 
Almost everything, except sin and its attend- 
ing attributes. They are golden cords which 
bind humanity together, aud hold them upon 
a common platform. They are the silver- 
tongued eloquence that arrests the human ear 
wherever its voice reaches. They are the 
same words of love that Christ spoke to all 
mankind every where and at all times. They 

y embody some of the grandest themes upon 
which some of the Apostles displayed their 
masterly eloquence. They are the words ol 
compassion with which our mothers sang us 
asleep in the days that are past and gone. 
They are the words that cheered ns when ly- 
ing helpless with sickness. What is their 
worth ? Apply arithmetical language and 
see. But what rule or principle applies 'i 
There is none. Their value is above the oon- 
putation of arithmetic Call your algebra to 
the rescue, for by it you can determine un- 
known quantities. Let x equal the value of 
"kind words". But where is the unit from 
which we are to reason and form our equa- 
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tioii ? We have none ; there foie it cannot be 
calculated by algebraic operations. Where 
will I go next ? I have but one resort, and 
if Umt fails me I am done. It is tho Bible. 
I pick it up and turn over its pages, and find 
the rule among the Proverbs of Solomon. 
Here it is : "A word fitly spoken is like ap- 
ples of gold in pictures of silver." 

I remark that a word "fitly spoken" is a 
word of kindness. When the mother looks 
carefully along the highway of life, and takes 
an imaginary view of the evils that encounter 
man as he passes by, she gives her sons and 
daughters a bit of advice. This is a woid 
fitly spokeu ; and it is a word of kindness be- 
cause it comes from the heart.. She is prompt- 
ed to speak it by a motive of love. She knows 
that it is true because she has come that way, 
aud is fully aware of the strongholds of Satan. 
Several times in her life when she was not 
very careful she fell into the hands of the 
enemy, and has suffered the terrible conse- 
quences. She has seen enough of life to en- 
able* her to point out the broad road that leads 
up to the blood-stained gallows for the mur- 
derer. She can paint in striking colors the 
road that leads to the horrible grave of the 
drunkard, for she has a brother or a friend 
who is sleeping there now. What memories 
gather round her when she muses over the 
miserable life of the drunkard. What an 
abundant supply of advice she can gather 
from such memories. And is it any wonder 
that the women of our nation are coming to 
the rescue of the thousands who are going to 
destruction every year ? They are going to 
speak a fit woid to the nation for the nation, 
and may God bless them in their efforts. He 
will bless them. He has already blessed 
them, and our nation from Maine to Califor- 
nia, will yet become a land of temperance. 

I remark that wicked persons frequently do 
not realize or appreciate wordB of kindness. 
When persons who expose themselves to evil, 
are spoken to with kindness, they will rail 
against the speaker with malice. Tell them 
of the danger' to which they are exposed, aud 
they will curse you. In no case is this so 
clearly evinced as in the case of the drunk- 
ard. Tell him to cease drinking, and he will 
become angry with you. Inform him that 
his friends are opposed to his indulgence, and 
he will tell you this is a free country. But if 
you by some means influence him to reform, 
he will give you credit for it when he fully 
comes to htmBelf. Thus the very wrath of man 
is made to praise Cod "He now getteth un- 
derstanding, and abide*, h among the wife be- 
cause he heareth reproof. I Ie is no longer the 
heaviness of his mother, but is now beloved in 
her sight." 

I assert that the whatii ok man is made to 
praise Cod. When the mountains shall trem- 
ble before God : when the hills shall be joyful 
before him : and when many shall have come 
out of great tribulation and have washed their 
garments and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, and shall fail down before God 
and cry salvation unto our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, then 
shall the wrath of man be praising God. Yes, 
when the liar shall yield to the truth, when the 
defrauder shall be subdued by honesty, and 
when instead of men cursing aud singing the 
vile song of the clog-dance, they shall sing 

"Praise God from whom all blessings flow.' 1 
Then, even then, shall the wrath of man praise 
God. The words of bitterness and remorse 
shall become words of kindness. Enmity to 
God shall be turned into love to God, and the 
former disobedience shall make that love all 
the stronger. View the sinner as he becomes 
alarmed of bis wickedness. See him turn 
about and retrace his steps. Watch him 
knocking at the gates of the kingdom. Hoar 
him crying, "Have mercy upon me O Cod, 
according to thy loving, kindness : according 
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions." How penitent he is. 
Washuie thorough upt partly, but wash me 
wholly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. How his sins have found him 
out I 'For I acknowledge my transgressions ; 
my sins are ever before me." However great' 
ly be baa injured bis fellow-men, whatever in- 
justice he has done to himself, he now realizes 
the saying of Bunyan, "He that forget* his 
friend ia ungratatul to him ; but he tut lor- 

Cbis Savior is unmerciful to himself-" Ho 
that while ha. has been unmerciful to 
himself ha had no respect whatever lor God. 
He is still knocking but has had no answer yet. 
' .. . . .1 


His heart now burst* forth in fearful tones of 
agony and fear. He makes one more ery, 
"Lift up your heads, O ye everlasting gates,'* 
"Against thee, thee only, have I •sinned.'* Ah, 
the Savior comes to the gates, and the sinner 
exclaims "Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and 
uphold me with thy free spirit ; then will I 
teach transgressors thy ways ; and sinners 
shall be converted unto thee." He is now a 
child of Cod. Christ has restored him to his 
former purity. The wrath of man is now 
praising God. The words that he now speak* 
are words of kindness. ™ * 

I venture the assertion that * 

KIND WOK1M 

are a result of genuine repentance. True re- 
pentance is followed with true vital piety, and 
piety results only from conversion. The man 
who is not converted is not pious. There are 
some persons who have not named Christ, and 
who seem to be respectable, but they are not 
pious, because they are still contaminated by 
unforgiven sins. Yes, but you say there are 
persons who are very quiet,, having little to 
say, and nothing very bad is known of them 
by their neighbors. Very true, but I would 
have you understand that there is a difference 
between piety and snobbishness. Not all long 
faces are Christian faces. 

'■All tlmt glitters is not gold." 
• »• »# ■ 

"ti tided torn be do worms infold." 

Here is a man who has little to say, he is 
tree from prefanity, he always speaks the 
truth, he deals honestly with his neighbors, 
and he is considered a moral man, but he 
never named Christ, fs he a christian ? No ; 
one thing he lacks. Me must believe on tho 
Son JeauB Christ and then he shall be saved, 
and not until then. I believe there will be 
more men surprised on the day of judgment 
who belong to this class of people than any 
other class of people living. The sinner who 
displays his wickedness before men does not 
expect to receive any more than was promis- 
ed him. But there are so many of the "world*!* 
moral men" who pride themselves in what 
they have accomplished without the aid of 
the Gospel, and they claim they can do more. 
They are already as good as dew on Smith 
and elder White. They ate sell rightous,M-ll 
willed, and self all the way through. But 
were you to take a microscopic view of their 
hearts, yon would see things there that would 
surprise you. It would not all seem like 
peace and kind words. You would find them 
filled with feelings of a heinous character. 
Crimes of a most atrocious nature would be 
discovered there. But 1 wm saying that kind 
words are one of the results of conversion. 
Before a repentance becomes valid and results 
in a conversion, certain conditions are neces- 
sary. Certain changes must take place. And 
one of these changes must be from harsh and 
corrupt language to words that produce love 
in our hearts and become music in our ears. 
Then shall be fulfilled that great law, "Let 
your conversation be as becomcth the gospel 
of Christ," "for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh," and "a good man, 
out of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth 
forth good things." Hence the evidence is 
conclusive, that conversion brings with it Ian- 
guage that is chaste and edi lying. 

I state that kind words 

BECOME THE UOSFEI. OF CHRIST. 

Terribly stern are the words that Christ spoke 
in regard to communications, and many there 
are who would wipe them from the pages of 
the Bible if they had power to do so. But 
there they stand. Heaven and earth shall 
paas away but those words shall not pass 
away- The words of our lips shall justify us 
or they shall condemn us. Which shall it be ? 
Just think of it, man is to choose his own 
destination. He can fit himself for glory or 
for misery. He can prepare himself for the 
society of angels or the society of demons. 
He has the choice of a home in heaven or a 
home in hell, Which do you prefer ? Which 
will you love ? Your own words will win 
you either, but they cannot win you both. 
Our government offers farms to all such as 
will comply with the law in securing them. 
You go there and live on them a certain 
length of time and they are yours. What 
kind of a farm would you prefer ? Would it 
be one that produces nothing but the cactus 
and sage bush, or one that produces the es- 
sentials of life ? Your owo words will win 


either. Of course every body wants the beat 

they can get in this world. Now, God offers 

us two homes ! no, that is a mistake, he gives 

us the choice between two. Which One will 

we take ? The one is the father's house of 

many munsjons, 

-In the sweet fields of Kd*n, 
Where the tree of life if blooming. 
Evermore, evermore." 

The other is the devil's home of many dun- 
geons, in the barren realm* of Satan. Many 
people choose the latter. Their own words 
purchase it at its own price. Very well, they 
get just what they bargain for, but when they 
yet there they will not like it. I don't believe 
that there ever was a sinner in hell who was 
satisfied with the place after he got there, for 
they are always weeping and wailing and 
wishing they were afar off in some Abra- 
ham's bosom. Many would rathet not choose 
either until they could go and see them. They 
would like to look in at the gates ot hell and 
see whether they might like it there. They 
would like to make a flying visit to heaven 
and see how they would like it there. Why, 
my friends, there is enough ol heaven and de- 
struction in this world to enable us to deter* 
mine which place we will choose. When I 
pass by some of the si reets of our cities and 
towns, and see them lined with saloons from 
one Aid to the other, and notice the miserable 
wrecks that they send into the world ; and 
when 1 see men lying for a bushel ot coal or a 
peck ol potatoes ; and when I bear men pour- 
ing forth in continuous streams of profanity, 
uttering oaths that are shocking to my sensa- 
tion, I can form some idea ol the perfection of 
Satan's kingdom. On the other hand, when 
I look through St. John's glasses and view 
the new Jerusalem as it stands on twelve 
foundations, in all its glory and splendor, its 
majesty and power, with its gates of pearl, its 
streets of gold ; and when we think of the 
friends who have gone before and are now 
within the silvery vale, and of the many who 
are standing on the shores of the golden 
strand, 

"Culling us away, culling >is away, 
To join the glorious band." 

Can we not then through the t ro*pt»] see a 
bright picture of heaven, of its pleasure ami 
it* grbries ? We have already seen some of 
the miseries, and heard some of the waitings 
of destruction. We have already seen some 
ol the joys aud heard some of the songs oi 
heaven. What mure do you want my friend*? 
Will not this suffice ? I call upon you, there- 
fore, fathers and mothers, young men and 
young women, to bridle your tongues thru 
your religion be not vain, for by your words 
you shall be justified or condemned. 

Kind words become the gospel of Cbrfet, 
they become you, they become me, they be* 
come everybody. They even become the sin- 
ner. What wonderful words they are ! Words 
of cheer, words ol comfort, words of peace, 
words of love, and words of God. What arc 
they for ? What do they do r They encour- 
age, they comfort, they console, they raise 
fallen humanity from confusion and misery to 
peace and happiness. 

Reading The Bibk Well. 

A little boy came home one day from church 
service, from which his' parents had been de- 
tained, and asked his father if he had ever 
read the twenty-first chapter ol Revelation. 

"Oh, yes ; often," said his father. 

"But did you ever read it alond to us here 
at home." 

"I think so," 

"Well father, I dont think I ever heard it. 
The minister read it to-day, and it was just as 
if he had taken a pencil and paper aud pictured 
it right out before us." 

So much is there in good reading, I have 
often wondered how Jesus read the old proph- 
ets, the day he went into the meeting and 
took up the Scriptures and read them before 
the congregation. The eyes of every one 
were "fastened upon him," and "all wonderrd 
at the gracious words that proceeded out of 
his mouth." If we could read the bible as he 
did, what a power it would be in our houses f 
It is worth a mother's while to study elocu- 
tion, to some extent, as well as to study deep 
1; into the spirit of the Lord, if she would 
make her Bible reading effective on the hearts 
of her children. A monotonous way of i 
ing takes much of the life out of the i 
portion*. 


